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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
“Evidence and Experience: Adolescent Girls’ Education in the Generation
Equality Forum” is a series of online global dialogues held on February 11th and
February 16th, 2021.
One year after the global call to action “Drive for Five” to meet the unfulfilled promise of
education for girls, UN Women, France, Ireland and the Generation Equality Youth Task
Force co-hosted these global dialogues in partnership with the Global Partnership for
Education, Malala Fund, Plan International France and UNESCO.
Over the course of the two sessions moderated by Anika Jane Dorothy and Zahra Al
Hilaly, over 600 policy practitioners and young activists from 65 countries gathered to
highlight the role of education as a catalyst for gender equality and a cross-cutting
strategy to achieve the goals of the Generation Equality Action Coalitions.
Ambassador Geraldine Byrne Nason, Permanent Representative of Ireland to the
United Nations, and Ambassador Delphine O, Secretary-General of the Generation
Equality Forum, opened the dialogues by highlighting the impacts of COVID-19 on
adolescent girls’ education and calling for a renewed focus on education while we build
back from the pandemic.
UNESCO Assistant Director-General of Education Stefania Giannini presented the joint
report launched by the French Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs, Plan International
France and UNESCO: “Beijing+25: Generation Equality begins with adolescent girls’
education”.
Over the course of the two dialogues, members of the six Action Coalition leadership
structures shared how education has been positioned in the six Action Coalitions thus
far. Young activists Chanceline Mevowanou, Adriana Uex, Selin Özulnadim, Racha
Haffar, Fatu Sewanatu Mansaray and Joanita Babirye shared their
recommendations to the Action Coalitions. Education experts from Plan International
France, UNESCO, UNICEF, the Pak Alliance for Maths and Science, UNGEI and Malala
Fund provided evidence of initiatives that have proven to work to address challenges to
adolescent girls’ education.
The audience also heard from Nadine Gasman, President of the National Women’s
Institute (Mexico), and Gabriela Ramos, UNESCO Assistant Director-General of Social
and Human Sciences, who called for truly gender-transformative education environments
that ensure gender stereotypes are not reproduced.
In her concluding remarks, Alice Albright, CEO of the Global Partnership for Education,
called for a “monumental push at-scale, fostered by an unprecedent show of global will,
to make sure this generation of girls and boys are placed on a path towards equality.”
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Following this series of global dialogues, the Youth Communique for Adolescent Girls’
Education in the Generation Equality Forum has been drafted by members of the
Generation Equality Youth Task Force, with the support of UN Women. Its
purpose is to amplify the voices of the young activists who took part in the
dialogues and disseminate their recommendations to the six Action
Coalitions, backed by evidence provided by education experts.
We, the young activists involved in the series of global dialogues on “Evidence and
experience: Adolescent Girls’ Education in the Generation Equality Forum”, want the
Generation Equality Action Coalitions to achieve the following goals:
1. Create spaces where adolescent girls can learn about their rights, build their
skills and agency and connect with role models to become activists and lead their
own movements for equal rights.
2. Foster access to comprehensive sexuality education for all adolescent girls,
tailored to their own culture and context, and informed by knowledge and data
that truly take all girls into account, whatever their background.
3. Build safe spaces where adolescent girls can develop their digital skills and
see themselves as computer scientists without having to face gender-based
violence or gender stereotypes.
4. Enable access to education for all girls and quality education materials,
curriculums and environments, that teach adolescent girls about their rights to
decent work and promote their skill development for them to choose the career
paths that best suit them.
5. Prioritize proper investment in building school systems that guarantee the
elimination of harmful gender norms and provide a safe space for girls, with
appropriate response mechanisms to GBV that involve all relevant stakeholders.
6. Develop more and flexible funding for climate education accessible to all
adolescent girls and young women, relevant to their own context and
empowering for them to develop their own solutions and take the lead in climate
decision-making.
It is our hope that these recommendations will trigger collective action for
adolescent girls’ education across the Generation Equality Action Coalitions, and to
involve adolescent girls and young women in the drafting and implementation of the
final Action Coalition blueprints. We also hope to see these recommendations made
by youth adopted by the Action Coalition Leaders.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
Abbreviation

Meaning

CEO

Chief Executive Officer

CSE

Comprehensive Sexuality Education

GBV

Gender-Based Violence

GEF

Generation Equality Forum

GPE

Global Partnership for Education

SDG

Sustainable Development Goal

STEM

Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics

UN Women

The United Nations Entity for Gender
Equality and the Empowerment of Women

UNESCO

United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

UNGEI

The United
Initiative

Nations

Girls’

Education

UNICEF

United Nations Children's Fund

UNCRC

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

CHALLENGES FACED BY YOUTH IN THE
COVID-19 CONTEXT

During the first dialogue, participants were invited to share through the Zoom chat
function a response to the following question: “What are the specific challenges to
education in your community in the context of the pandemic?”.
The results below show the significant barriers to education that have been
preventing girls from accessing quality education in the context of the pandemic.

Increase in GBV and harmful practices
33%

Unpreparedness of teachers and environment
13.2%

Poor access to digital devices
34%

Inequalities in access to devices
13.2%
Participation in livelihood
6.6%

Some of the challenges are specific to the context of the pandemic, because of the
new online learning environments that have been used during COVID-19. Some of
them are already existing challenges that have been exacerbated by the pandemic.
Nearly 743 million girls have been out of school due to closures [1]. According to
experience of previous epidemics, even when schools will be ready to open again,
150 million girls of secondary school age may still be out of school. This is 20 million
more girls than before COVID-19 [2].
During the COVID-19 outbreak in 2020, online learning platforms were used for
primary and secondary education in about 55 percentage of low-income, 73
percentage of lower-middle-income and 93 percentage of upper-middle-income
countries. [3] Yet at least 463 million – or 31 per cent – of schoolchildren worldwide
cannot be reached by digital and broadcast remote learning programs enacted to
counter school closures [4]. These online environments also often lack appropriate
teaching materials, training for teachers, and overall quality of education.
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Girls’ education is not only critical to tackling the root causes of inequality in women’s
work and economic empowerment. It is a human right and a necessary precondition
to ensure skills and knowledge for women and girls, deeper understanding of their
rights, and agency for mobilizing social change and progress. It is one of the most
powerful tools to achieve gender equality.
As such, it is a cross-cutting lever of action that we want to include in the Generation
Equality Forum as actions within the Blueprints. As a multi-stakeholder partnership, it
can provide the vital platform to drive international commitments for adolescent
girls’ education.
As outcomes of this Forum, the six Action Coalitions mobilize governments, civil
society, youth-led organizations, international and philanthropic organizations, and
the private sector to deliver concrete and game-changing results for women and
girls over the next 5 years.
We believe that these game-changing results must start with adolescent girls’
education. This new multi-stakeholder platform can provide the opportunity for
critical action and commitments to put an end to these challenges and create the
safe and transformative spaces needed for girls to enjoy their fundamental right to
education.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO ALL 6 ACTION
COALITIONS
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ACTION
FEMINIST MOVEMENTS AND LEADERSHIP

COALITION
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The panel on Feminist Movements and Leadership, held on February 11th, was
composed of:
- A co-leader of the Action Coalition: Ms. Kavita Ramdas, Director of the Women's
Rights Programs, Open Society Foundations
- A young activist: Ms. Chanceline Mevowanou, member of the Generation Equality
Youth Task Force, Beninese activist for girls’ rights and gender equality.
- An education expert: Ms. Michelle Perrot, Director of advocacy and youth
engagement, Plan International France.
Chanceline Mevowanou shared her recommendations of critical actions for better
inclusion of adolescent girls’ priorities in the Action Coalition blueprints.
1. Promote and finance organized online and offline spaces where girls can
learn about their rights, name and acknowledge inequalities in order to better
engage in eradicating them and become agents of change.
2. Invest in complementary school programmes to empower girls and
enhance their leadership and activism so they can embrace their rights and build
strong movements aimed at advancing equal rights.
3. Fund existing feminist organizations to enable them to reach more girls.
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4. Foster mentoring spaces for girls.
5. Promote spaces for co-creation in order to foster girls' participation.
Chanceline shared two local initiatives that have proven to work in her experience:
- Plan International’s Girls Out Loud Project. Marginalized girls are often unable to
lead discussions on issues affecting their lives. This leads to a lack of understanding
of the best ways to support them. This project uses social media platforms to give
girls a safe space to openly discuss issues relevant to them. The insights gained from
these discussions are used to find solutions to the problems they face and support
them to become leaders on these issues, in their communities and beyond.
- School clubs and complementary school programmes on gender equality. In these
spaces, girls are able to learn their rights, to learn how to self-organize and engage
other young girls and women in their movements. Chanceline shared her experience
of becoming, with a group of fellow classmates, champions for gender equality in
their villages in Benin.
Chanceline’s recommendations were backed up by evidence provided by Michelle
Perrot, Director for advocacy and youth engagement, Plan International France.
According to her expertise, one of the most important levers to empower girls and
young women to realize their potential as feminist leaders and movement-builders is
an inclusive and gender-transformative approach to formal and non-formal
education. She called for increased investment to build gender-responsive education
systems, that seek to eliminate gender-based violence and to provide girls with
adequate and safe spaces to learn. She also highlighted the need to promote gendertransformative pedagogical approaches and national education curricula which
include civic education and equipping girls with the knowledge, skills and
competencies they need to step up as feminist global citizens and leaders of change,
in alignment with articles 29 and 42 of the UNCRC as well as with SDG 4.7.

We want spaces where adolescent girls can learn about
their rights, build their skills and agency and connect
with role models to become activists and lead their own
movements for equal rights.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ACTION COALITION ON
BODILY AUTONOMY AND SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH AND RIGHTS

The panel on Bodily Autonomy and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights, held on
February 11th, was composed of:
- A co-leader of the Action Coalition: Ms. Agathe Blanc-Kamissoko, Programme
Officer, Association of Women Lawyers of Côte d'Ivoire, Alliance Droits et Santé.
- A young activist: Ms. Adriana Uex, co-leader of the Action Coalition and member of
the Indigenous Childhood and Youth Commission of ECMIA.
- An education expert: Ms. Joanna Herat, Senior Programme Specialist, Section of
Health and Education, UNESCO.
Adriana Uex shared her recommendations of critical actions for better inclusion of
adolescent girls’ priorities in the Action Coalition blueprints – with a focus on indigenous
and marginalized young girls.
She emphasized that the COVID pandemic has reinforced gender inequalities, increased
gender-based violence, and reinforced the difficulties faced by girls and young women to
access to quality health care and education. This is particularly true for indigenous girls
and adolescents. In that regard, she called for:
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1. Access to comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) that is locally adapted
to the environment and culture in which adolescents live, and in particular
indigenous young girls. Indigenous people are bearers of ancestral knowledge in
sexuality education that should be valued and made known. This access should be
facilitated by governments.
2. Development of data disaggregated by gender and ethnicity. Currently,
indigenous girls and adolescent girls are not visible enough. The availability of this
data would show that indigenous girls and adolescents do not have sufficient access
to healthcare and education. This data would also enable the creation of targeted
and informed policies.
Adriana’s recommendations were backed up by evidence provided by Joanna Herat,
Senior Programme Specialist in the Health and Education Section of UNESCO. Joanna
emphasized that comprehensive sexuality education plays a key role in contributing to
the SDGs on education, health and gender equality. There is an evolving understanding,
based on good practices, that CSE can contribute to adolescent girls’ agency and
autonomy, confidence, and life-saving skills to make decisions that are good for them and
rooted in their realities. Too many young people are receiving conflicting and confusing
messages about relationships, gender and sex from a multitude of different sources.
National governments need to look at their existing curricula on life skills, reproductive
health and sexuality education to see whether they really go far enough.
It is also of utmost importance to consider the manner in which CSE is delivered, as it
greatly impacts the outcomes. CSE must be learner-centred, address gender and power,
be holistic and frame sexuality in a positive way, using an explicit rights-based approach.
High quality evidence also shows the importance of creating linkages between different
interventions. Linking school-based sexuality education with youth-friendly SRH services
and commodities is critical. Education is not happening in a vacuum. We all acknowledge
and value the role of parents and family members as a primary source of information,
values formation, care and support for children. So, schools and out-of-school
programmes providing CSE must do so in close engagement with parents and
communities, as well as positive public messaging, to help children and young people
fulfil their potential and achieve their dreams.

We want access to comprehensive sexuality education
for all adolescent girls, tailored to their own culture
and context, and informed by knowledge and data that
truly take all girls into account, whatever their
background.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ACTION COALITION ON
TECHNOLOGY
AND
INNOVATION
FOR
GENDER
EQUALITY

The panel on Technology & Innovation for Gender Equality, held on February 11th, was
composed of:
- A co-leader of the Action Coalition: Ms. Ebru Bakkaloğlu Tüzecan, Corporate
Social Responsibility and Sustainability Coordinator, Koç Holding.
- A young activist: Ms. Selin Özünaldım, member of the National Gender Youth
Activists in Turkey, involved in the Girls who Code Movement and young activist for
girls in STEM.
- An education expert: Ms. Wongani Grace Taulo, Senior Education Adviser,
UNICEF.
Selin Özünaldım shared her recommendations of critical actions for better inclusion of
adolescent girls’ priorities in the Action Coalition blueprints, starting by a striking
observation: in 1995, 37% of computer scientists were women. This number has been
reduced to 24% today and will reduce even further if no action is undertaken at the
global level. And adolescent girls are key: the biggest loss of interest for girls in STEM
happens between the ages of 13 and 17. According to Selin, priorities are to:
1. Provide girls with digital and ICT skills, through prioritization of education
in these fields. It should be better recognized that the use of technology is vital for
employment opportunities. We also need more women in STEM to ensure that
technology reflects the interests of women – while it is largely developed by men so
far.

2. Put a stop to gender-based violence online and build safe online spaces.
Women are 27 more times more likely than men to be harassed online. We need
powerful prevention strategies and mechanisms to respond.
3. Fight gender stereotypes that constitute a barrier for girls engaging in
technology. This work needs to include local groups and communities and provide
access to Internet and digital devices to all girls, even in remote areas.
Selin’s recommendations were backed up by recommendations provided by Wongani
Grace Taulo, Senior Education Advisor at UNICEF. She emphasized that all girls need to
have access to quality digital learning opportunities, and that online safety should be a
priority in all geographic areas. She also underlined the need for the global community to
adapt a system level approach to scale gender responsive STEM in education. Upscaling
teachers on these competences and increasing the number of women teachers in this
area is essential. It is also vital to remove gender biases and stereotypes from teaching
materials.
It is also essential to increase and strengthen evidence on girls' participation and
achievements in STEM. Studies and reports on promoting STEM for girls need to be used
to inform policies and practices. All this can only be achieved through the strengthening
of partnerships, and especially through the development of public and private investment
ecosystems. Governments alone cannot address the digital divide between girls and
boys. The potential of private sector partners to bridge these gaps needs to be explored.
Families and communities also need to be engaged in order for girls to acquire the
necessary digital skills. A space should be provided for girls and women to be creative
and break the barriers in innovation and technology. Their voices need to be heard.
Selin and Wongani shared examples of initiatives that have proven to work:
- The Reimagine Education and GIGA initiatives, implemented by UNICEF, which aim
at equalising access to digital learning solutions for every child and young person.
One example of this is the Learning Passport, a collaboration with Microsoft that is
contributing to closing the digital divide for girls.
The Girls who Code initiative -and their after-school club programs provide a safe
and supportive environment of peers and role models for girls to learn and to see
themselves as computer scientists.

We want safe spaces where adolescent girls can develop
their digital skills and see themselves as computer
scientists without having to face gender-based violence
or gender stereotypes.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ACTION COALITION ON
ECONOMIC JUSTICE AND RIGHTS

The panel on Economic Justice and Rights, held on February 16th, was composed of:
- A co-leader of the Action Coalition: Ms. Namhla Mniki, Executive for Women’s
Economic & Financial inclusion in the Presidency of South Africa, co-leader of the
Action Coalition on Economic Justice and Rights
- A young activist: Ms. Racha Haffar, Co-founder and CEO of the Youth Against
Slavery Movement, and member of the Generation Equality Youth Task Force
- An education expert: Ms. Huma Zia, programmes lead for Pak Alliance for Math
and Science Welfare Trust (PAMS), Pakistan.
Racha Haffar shared her recommendations of critical actions for better inclusion of
adolescent girls’ priorities in the Action Coalition blueprints, starting with an alarming fact:
1 in 130 women and girls globally are victims of modern slavery, with figures rising due to
Covid-19. Almost 29 million women and girls in total are victims of modern slavery, with
58% of them being victims of forced labour. If we want to transform our systems to ones
of justice and equal opportunity, we need to do everything possible to prevent girls from
falling into exploitative practices and do everything we can to provide them with the
equal opportunities they deserve to lead a healthy and prosperous life.
These issues stem from different factors. Girls are the first to be forced to drop out of
school due to financial issues. Governments depend on girls and women’s unpaid care
and domestic work to replace the services they should provide. And we are faced with
ecosystems that foster the practice of keeping girls from education to exploit them.

Therefore, her recommendations to the Action Coalition on Economic Justice and Rights
are the following:
1. Incorporate a decent work lens in education. This is critical to achieve SDG 8
(“Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all"[5]). We should incorporate decent work in all
educational materials and curricula, to teach adolescent girls about human trafficking
and modern slavery to build their awareness and critical thinking.
2. Ensure every girl gets the education she deserves. To put an end to human
trafficking and modern slavery, we need to achieve SDG 4 (“Ensure inclusive and
equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all" [6]).
and ensure that no barriers are forcing adolescent girls to get out of education.
Racha presented an initiative that has proven to work, the project “Building a Future with
Decent Work”, co-led by the ILO and Argentina, that targets the primary years of
education. The project’s achievements include training 1000 teachers on the course
‘Explora Trabajo Decente’ (Explore Decent Work); offering all middle-school social
sciences teachers in Argentina the opportunity to participate in the project Trabajarte,
run by 21 teacher training centres; incorporating the Fundamental Principles and Rights
at Work and the concept of Decent Work into the middle-school curriculum through a
Resolution of the Federal Education Council.
Racha’s recommendations were backed up by evidence provided by Huma Zia,
programmes lead for the Pak Alliance for Maths and Science Welfare Trust (PAMS).
According to Huma, girls are bearing the burden of the COVID-19 pandemic and their
educational futures are at risk. 12 million girls are currently out of school in Pakistan. The
Malala Fund estimates that an additional 20 million girls worldwide may not return to
school after the end of the pandemic [7].
Government provision of education services for post-primary is often inadequate.
Distance, costs of transportation, security concerns, and gender stereotypes are
constraints to girls’ education. Insufficient funding for education also leads to low quality,
poor learning outcomes and lack of skill development, which is a deterrent to girls’
continuing education. There is also a shortage of female teachers, especially science
teachers. This results in girls not taking up STEM subjects, and later accessing lower paid
jobs and unfair labor practices.

We want access to education for all girls and quality
education materials, curriculums and environments,
that teach adolescent girls about their rights to
decent work and promote their skill development for
them to choose the career paths that best suit them.
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ACTION COALITION ON
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

The panel on Gender-Based Violence, held on February 16th, was composed of:
- A co-leader of the Action Coalition: Ms. Gabrielle Henderson, technical lead of the
Action Coalition, UN Women
- A young activist: Ms. Fatu Sewanatu Mansaray, GPE Youth Leader and member
of the Transform Education network hosted by UNGEI
- An education expert: Ms. Sujata Bordoloi, Coordinator, UN Girls’ Education
Initiative (UNGEI)
Fatu Sewanatu Mansaray presented her recommendations of critical actions for better
inclusion of adolescent girls’ priorities in the Action Coalition blueprints, around a central
idea: girls have the right to be safe from physical and emotional abuse in and out of
schools. Physical, emotional, and sexual violence affect the ability of adolescent girls to
focus on their education and achieve their goals. Also, the portrayal of women in
textbooks and school materials too often reinforce harmful gender norms that
perpetuate GBV. Schools should be safe spaces for girls – and they should develop
mechanisms for identifying and addressing GBV. To achieve this, grassroots advocacy is
key.
Therefore, her recommendations to the Action Coalition are the following:
1. We need to eliminate harmful gender norms in school environments. For
instance, we need more role models who also help make schools safer for girls.
2. Schools need to have a comprehensive response to GBV, including teacher
training on appropriate responses. Collaboration between all stakeholders
(teachers, parents, governments, community leaders and adolescent girls) is critical to
build school systems that respond properly to GBV.
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3. Comprehensive sexuality education is also important to reduce GBV.
4. Allocating proper funding to education and to making schools safer should
be a priority for leaders.

Fatu’s recommendations were backed up by evidence provided by Sujata Bordoloi,
Coordinator of the UN Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI). According to Sujata, this is the
moment to shape actions that can have a lasting impact on girls and young women.
Violence must no longer be normalized and remain hidden. It is preventable – so let’s
prevent it. First of all, we need more data on violence in schools. It should be
systematically collected. Despite being banned by law in several countries, verbal abuse
and sexual harassment are common in schools. Girls are more likely to experience
psychological bullying, sexual violence, and harassment, than boys. And girls with
disabilities face a greater risk of rape that is three times higher.
To harness the potential of education to shift harmful gender norms and prevent GBV,
we need to develop and implement legislative reforms and normative policies in
partnership with all relevant government actors and with formal linkages between
education, justice, social protection, health and child protection agencies.
We also need to prepare an education system with policies and practices to prevent and
respond to GBV. Greater investment in approaches that are integrated in education
plans and budgets, and work across the school system and with communities to shift
harmful norms is necessary.
We also need greater youth leadership and active engagement in the development,
implementation, and review of initiatives to end school-related GBV. We also need to
recognize and acknowledge the role of parents, community leaders, religious leaders,
and other stakeholders.

We want proper investment in the building of school
systems that guarantee the elimination of harmful
gender norms and provide a safe space for girls, with
appropriate response mechanisms to GBV that involve all
relevant stakeholders.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ACTION COALITION ON
FEMINIST ACTION FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE

The panel on Feminist Action for Climate Justice, held on February 16th, was composed
of:
- A co-leader of the Action Coalition: Ms. Bridget Burns, Director, Women’s
Environment & Development Organization (WEDO)
- A young activist: Ms. Joanita Babirye, co-leader of the Action Coalition, co-founder
and Team Lead of Girls for Climate
- An education expert: Ms. Lucia Fry, Director of Policy and Research, Malala Fund.
Joanita Babirye presented her recommendations of critical actions for better inclusion of
adolescent girls’ priorities in the Action Coalition blueprints, around a central idea: we are
losing out on great solutions that girls and young women can bring. Education can enable
girls and young women to understand the issues, provoke action, and run effective
campaigns.
In particular, indigenous women and girls have used their own knowledge to prototype
solutions to local climate challenges. This should be respected and inform national
education curricula. Girls should be at the forefront of climate action. Girls and young
women, especially those from indigenous and rural communities, are some of the most
excluded and face multiple barriers in accessing knowledge and spaces to develop
solutions. Access to appropriate climate education needs to go where the girls are. This
means creating climate education and spaces that are physically accessible, with relevant
learning methods (that can include art, drama, music etc), and include locally relevant
issues and actors.
Her recommendations to the Action Coalition are the following:
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1. Focus on improving existing climate and related finance mechanisms and creating
more accessible resources for women’s groups and feminist organizations, including
movements led by adolescent girls and young women.
2. We should continue to build the capacities and knowledge of girls and
young women and, at the same time, make interventions case-specific. Indigenous
knowledge should be respected, recognized, and integrated into curricula.
3. We call for more and flexible funding for girls’ climate education to allow
for context-specific approaches. We need to priorities indigenous and rural girls’
education in this funding.
4. Data improvements are critical and must be made accessible to affected
communities, especially girls and young women.

5. We need to complement investments in education with better access and
representation of women and girls in climate change decision-making. We need to
foster an enabling environment for adolescent girls and young women to
become leaders in addressing climate change.
Joanita shared her experience with the organization that she co-founded. Girls for
Climate is a movement putting girls at the forefront of climate action. Local Climate Demo
Hubs have been central in this movement, providing a space for climate knowledge,
discussion and the development of solutions. In these Hubs, Girls for Climate engages
women, girls and youths in climate smart technologies to enable them to prototype
solutions to their local environmental challenges.
Joanita’s recommendations were backed up by evidence provided by Lucia Fry, Director
of Policy and Research at the Malala Fund. According to Lucia, realizing girls’ rights to
education is one of the most powerful strategies in the fight against climate change.
Education equips girls with skills and competencies that are needed to challenge
enabling adaptation, mitigation and resilience: A 2013 study by the Brookings Institution
projected that if 70% of women ages 20–39 received at least a lower-secondary
education, disaster-related deaths in 130 countries could reduce by 60% by 2050 [8].
In times of crisis, the most vulnerable are hit hardest and access to resources and
services that could help their resilience is actually the most precarious. Climate shocks
intensify barriers and threats to girls’ education. This should be a top global priority.

We want more and flexible funding for climate education
accessible to all adolescent girls and young women, relevant to
their own context and empowering for them to develop their
own solutions and take the lead in climate decision-making.

CONCLUSION
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We, the young activists involved in the series of global dialogues on “Evidence and
experience: Adolescent Girls’ Education in the Generation Equality Forum”, emphasize the
importance of adolescent girls’ education to achieve the agenda put forward by the
Generation Equality Forum.
Education is key to achieve gender equality. Our vision is for an education that is highquality and accessible to all adolescent girls, whatever their background, and provides
safe spaces free of GBV, free of gender stereotypes, and adapted to their specific
contexts, for them to freely learn and lead in all areas of public and private life. We want
an empowering education that truly equips them with knowledge of their own rights and
the skills to build their movements and be leaders on all the critical issues of our time –
technology and innovation, climate justice, gender-based violence, feminist movements
and leadership, bodily autonomy and SRHR, economic justice and rights.

The Generation Equality Forum is a major global inflexion point for gender equality. We
have an incredible opportunity to advance the gender equality agenda that has suffered
so many critical challenges under the COVID-19 pandemic. Let’s ensure that we
leverage this incredible opportunity and achieve truly transformative results
for adolescent girls!
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